CHAPTER VII

DEMOCRACY FAILS

DEMOCRACY depends for its life upon political freedom,
and political freedom depends on individual freedom,
freedom of the mind and will, But Democracy is not
a gift. President Wilson could not give it to the small
states he championed, In a sense it is inherited.
Generations work for it: men die for it. It is won by
fighting and it is bequeathed It is not possible to
take a savage tribe, or some primitive race or back-
ward, undeveloped nation, and make it democratic
overnight,

But that was the assumption of the peace treaties,
Wilson strove to make the world a super-state on a
universal democratic basis, all nations respecting the
rights of others and co-operating to obtain fullness of
life and expression. It was fine, but it could not be
realized by appending signatures to the covenant of
the League of Nations. It was like a voice saying,
"Let there be Light!" but it was only the voice of
Wilson, not of humanity as a whole,

The assumption was that individual states would
preserve free institutions and that their representatives
at Geneva would be the voices of the democracies of
the world, The assumption failed; therefore the League
failed. But a paradox remained. States like Jugo-
slavia could be ever loyal to a moribund League while
domestically they had been forced away from freedom
and democratic government.

The races composing the state known afterwards
as Jugoslavia had very little experience in Democracy,
The Serbs were the most democratic, a violent race